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decay; so that by this means whole townships are become
desolate and like unto a wilderness, no man dwelling there
except it be the shepherd and his dog"1. The engrossing
of farms was indeed one of the great evils against which
the Government vainly legislated. A petition addressed to
Henry VIII. in 1514 alleged that farmers had " obtained
and encroached into their hands ten, twelve, fourteen or
sixteen farms"2. This is confirmed by another writer:
11 The rich worldlings join farm to farm and heave other
men out of their livings "s. A popular proverb crystallized
popular experience in one short and pregnant sentence:
" Enclosures make fat beasts and lean poor people ". " I
have heard", said a writer, " of an old prophecy that
1 Horn and thorn shall make England forlorn '. Enclosers
verify this by their sheep and hedges at this day. They
kill poor men's hearts by taking from them their ancient
commons, to make sheep pasture of"4. A ballad of the
time ran:
" The towns go down, the land decays . . .
Great men maketh nowadays
a sheep-cote in the church. . . .
Commons to close and keep ;
Poor folk for bread cry and weep ;
Towns pulled down to pasture sheep ;
this is the new guise!"5
Another result of the agrarian changes was the rise
in rents, fa rents, and where the tenant was not actually evicted
from his holding he was rendered liable to rack-rents.
Crowley asserts that rents were raised "some double, some
triple and some fourfold to that they were within these
twelve years last past"6. Nor was the charge mere rhetoric.
According to a statement made in the Court of Requests,
a merchant of London, who had obtained lands in Whitby
after the dissolution, more than doubled the rents of his
1 Works, 434.                                        a Ballads from MSS. i. 101.
*  Becon, Preface to " The Fortress of the Faithful", in Works, 590.
*  Trigge's " Petition" (1604), in Ballads from MSS. i. 35.
6 " Now A Dayes ", in ibid. i. 97 (temp. Henry VIII.)*
*  " The Way to Wealth ", in Works, 133.